Commentary - Battle of Richmond 2020

Where the hell was the Richmond area camps of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans, the Richmond area United Daughters of the
Confederacy, and the Richmond folks belonging to The Virginia
Flaggers?

| posted the following to the Friends of the Confederate War Memorial -
Pelham Chapel group page on Facebook on June 21, 2020:

Dear ADMINISTRATORS and MODERATORS, if you feel this should not be
posted, please remove it.

Please note that this is an opinion posting. It is an expression of my opinion
and not an invitation for discussion or debate. Comments stating your beliefs
are, however, appreciated.

The events over the past few weeks have shown us many things, and none of
them good.

There are many negatives that | could write about. There is, however, one that
has been burning in me for a few days.

| have a few questions that | want to rhetorically ask. And, they may aggravate
some folks. If they do, good.

Please also note that there will be lots of sarcasm and a few “bad words.”

(In the interest of full disclosure, | am an Associate Member of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans, belonging to a Camp outside of Virginia.)



(1) While all this chaos was occurring in the streets of Richmond, where
the hell was the Richmond area camps of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans?

Having meetings, putting the flag up and singing Dixie does not come close to
fulfilling the Charge given by Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee on April 25, 1906.

Just to remind folks of that Charge:

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the
cause for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the
Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved
and which you love also, and those ideals which made him glorious and which
you also cherish.”

Not doing a damn thing while the history of the Confederacy was being
vandalized and destroyed seems to me to be doing the exact opposite of the
Charge. In fact, it appears to be nothing short of cowardice.

(2) While all this chaos was occurring in the streets of Richmond, where
the hell was the Richmond area United Daughters of the Confederacy?

Wearing sashes, purchasing gold pins for ancestors, and parading in the
building with flags while wearing white dresses and white gloves does not
come close to fulfilling the objectives of the UDC.

Just to remind folks what some of the objectives are, the following taken from
a Reaffirmation of the Objectives of the United Daughters of the Confederacy
will be helpful:

“The United Daughters of the Confederacy® is an Organization dedicated to
the purpose of honoring the memory of its Confederate ancestors; protecting,



preserving and marking the places made historic by Confederate valor;
collecting and preserving the material for a truthful history of the War Between
the States;”

Not doing a damn thing while the history of the Confederacy was being
vandalized and destroyed seems to me to be doing the exact opposite of the
Objectives. In fact, it appears to be nothing short of cowardice.

(3) While all this chaos was occurring in the streets of Richmond, where
the hell was the Richmond folks belonging to The Virginia Flaggers?

Flagging outside VMFA and raising flags by Interstate highways falls short of
the description given on the organization’s Facebook page.

Just a reminder of what it says:

“Citizens of the Commonwealth who stand AGAINST those who would
desecrate our Confederate Monuments and memorials, and FOR our
Confederate Veterans.”

Not doing a damn thing while the history of the Confederacy was being
vandalized and destroyed seems to me to be doing the exact opposite of the
description for the organization. In fact, it appears to be nothing short of
cowardice.

All of these groups have done good in the past. When, however, the true
battle called, they were no where to be found.

If the leadership of the three organizations had come together and put a plan
together and implemented it, the destruction would have been less and there
would have been a chance to keep the Monuments on Monument Avenue.



The suddenness and intensity of the first night should have been enough to
get folks moving in high gear to do something for the second night.

As an individual, even though legally armed, | could not stand against the
crowd. If, however, the organizations had called their members to defend our
Monuments, | would have been proud to stand with them.

Unfortunately, nothing of the sort happened. And so, history and culture been
destroyed and the city will soon become just another urban disaster such as
Detroit.

As for the three organizations, they need to review what they did and didn’t do
during the Battle of Richmond.



